
ACCIDENT - Hessom took off f rom NAS North Island 
aoo p nied by ~in~man Ens . Lawrence. The ~ a/o ~~~~~~~~~~~~~======r~i41 rendezvoused at ~039 ith 7 1ST's l ·1cated at ~1 0 
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117-5,,{ hich ears G09T • 6b miles from orth Island 
& proceeded to carry out the scheduled & pre-arra e 
simulated attao on the surface craft . The highest 
power s ettings used by Hessam aft r ta~ff ere 
~5" MP an .:400 rpm. 

Noth in unusual occurred until that 
on subse uent obae rv~tions of 
amt ndicated fluctuated from 
the fu 11 pas i 
operative , · r~e~~~~~~-=~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
for a f'ue 1 o he ok. His ~~~~...!.!:~-=-~J:J-.A.U""-.u-.-""..H.S~!..tl­
remaining . Hessan made ne mor e a 

~~~~~~~~Nn----~~~~;--,~~~~~-r.~~~~~~ that his gage indicated b50 lbs . At this time u- decided to terminate the exerotse & return t o 
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to p ct . ~ imp ots w re felt /c rv d to ri ht. 
Neither im ot 1:1 very severe no injuries re su te • 

,'/hen Hess om m de his xit fran /c the chute slip ed 
oft hla s bcu ld ers. After he had left the cockpit he 
endeavored to pull chute out of the a/c but his effor ts 
were \msuccessrul . Hessom used his ~ MK13 f lares & 
tracer bu l ls ts fran his . ~a cal . r evolver & standard G 
cell flashlite to si nal rescue craft . Hess<m as picked e 
up by Coast Gua rd c r ash boat at GG13 . 
CONCLU~ION~ & ~C - It is concluded that engine f~iled 
because of fUel exhaustion . The exhauution of fuel . -
on fli P"ht ot· 1/~rd the aZ s expected endurance , is 
bel ieveu due to anunkna*n material failure . The 
pos s ibi l ity exists that damage reed ~n previou~-dent 
could have brought about the failure of engine in flight 
but no evidence could be obtained to substant i te thi s . e 

No recommendations for the prevention of similar 
x- dent oan be made due to lack of evidence on nature 
of the 1'ailur e • 

It is recommended that all pilots be briefed on t~e e 
~portance of retainin~ all their survival gea r re ­
ardless of he proxim:tv of resaue aoilities . & asis e 

s ould be lao11d n , i th ararai't • 
~c is approx ~0% of t he weight of the chute ~ ra1t 

combined , & then if time pe its retrieve the chute . 
CO - In vie of& (1) statement by pilot , plane capt & e 
gassiP.g detail , G) the gas lo entry of G53 g ls of gas 
having been put in a/o on Gnd fueling & ~) the relativel il 
short duration the fli~ht , the opinion of t e x- dent 
bd , altho not very helpful from future accident pre­
vention standpoint , is concurred in . It is felt that Res 
noticed t hat he was having fuel trouble as uickly 
as he could reasonably be expected to - perhaps even 
more uickly th 'lould normally be case . However, this 
x- dent definitely emphasizes the vital necessity •~' 
constantly checking all instruments 1hich provide info 
ffecting s t'et of flt & importance of indootrinat ... ng 

pilots so that t is procedure bacon~ a an integral part 
of their flying technique • 

The Squ d Survival Officer h s been direote to 
concentrate on ditclting dril ls , emphasizing the ab mentt of

1
the cockpit both ith chute & par raft , & ra1· on Y• 




